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E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS:PFOR, CU 
SUBJECT: CUBA POLICY 

1. FOLLOWING IS GUIDANCE PREPARED FOR MAY 8 NOON PRESS 
BRIEFING: 

Q: WHAT COMMENTS DO YOU HAVE CONCERNING CASTRO'S STATEMENTS 
CALLING FOR A LIFTING OF THE EMBARGO AS FAR AS FOOD AND 
MEDICAL SUPPLIES ARE CONCERNED? 

A: OUR POSITION ON THE TRADE EMBARGO REMAINS THE SAME. 

WHEN AND IF THE OAS LIFTS THE SANCTIONS IMPOSED UNDER THE 
RIO TREATY. THEN AND ONLY THEN, WILL THE UNITED STATES 
CONSIDER CHANGES IN ITS BILATERAL RELATIONS WITH CUBA AND IN 
OUR REGULATIONS GOVERNING TRADE WITH CUBA. 

1 MIGHT ADD. HOWEVER, THAT WE HAVE SUPPLIED CUBA WITH OTHER- 
WISE UNOBTAINABLE MEDICINE OVER THE YEARS THE EMBARGO HAS 
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TO BE SENT TO CUBA. 

Q: DO YOU CONSIDER THIS A SIGNAL FROM CASTRO THAT HE IS 
SOFTENING HIS STAND TOWARD THE U.S.? 

A: I DON'T WANT TO CHARACTERIZE HIS STATEMENT IN THIS WAY. 
HOWEVER, WE DID NOTE THE MODERATE TONE OF THE STATEMENT. 
AS SECRETARY KISSINGER SAID IN HIS HOUSTON SPEECH "WE SEE NO 
VIRTUE IN PERPETUAL ANTAGONISM BETWEEN THE UNITED STATES 
AND CUBA" BUT A READINESS TO ASSUME MUTUALITY OF OBLIGA- 
TION IS THE BASIS FOR ANY NEW RELATIONSHIP. (END PREPARED 
GUIDANCE.) 

2. YOU MAY DRAW ON THE ABOVE IN YOUR RESPONSES TO QUES- 
TIONS REGARDING CASTRO'S PRESS CONFERENCE. KISSINGER 
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